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OUTLINE OF TALK
• What is a Working Waterfront
• The U.S. Ocean Economy and its value
• Drivers of change to Working Waterfronts

– Demographic
– Economic
– Environmental
– Technological



U.S. OCEAN ECONOMIC REGIONS

The principal source of
data was the National
Ocean Economics
Program (NOEP)

www.oceaneconomics.org



MARINE LIVING RESOURCES
SECTOR

Commercial Fishing
Boat Unloading Catch

Photo by Bob Bauer

Seafood Processing Seafood Market



MARINE TRANSPORTATION
SECTOR

Cruise Season
Photo by Port of San Diego

Water Taxi

Container Ship at Port in Boston



SHIP AND BOAT BUILDING
AND REPAIR SECTOR

Todd Shipyard in
Seattle

Photo by Washington State
Dept of Transportation

Photo by CreativeLena



OFFSHORE MINERALS SECTOR

Oil Refinery
Photo by Louis Vest

Oil Drilling Platform

Photo by Mike Baird

Sand Mining
Photo by USACE



COASTAL & MARINE TOURISM
SECTOR

Recreational Boating

At The Beach
Photo by Parker Knight

Photo by  Virginia Sea Grant

Recreational Fishing

Boat Dealer & Marina



OCEAN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY -
2009

• 130,855 businesses
• 2.4 million full-time & part-time jobs
• $84 billion in wages & benefits
• $217 billion in GDP

• 3.4% of total GDP
• 4.9% of total employment



OCEAN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY -
2009

• 6.8 million full-time & part-time jobs
• $284 billion in wages & benefits
• $645 billion in GDP

• 2.8 to 3.4 times direct effects due to
first round spending alone



   OCEAN-RELATED TOTAL GDP IN 2009

(Data Source: National
Ocean Economics Program)



   SHARE OF OCEAN ECONOMY JOBS,
WAGES AND GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

IN 2009



TOTAL SHARE OF GROSS DOMESTIC
PRODUCT

BY OCEAN-RELATED SECTORS IN 2009



FUTURE PROSPECTS
PREDICTED NEGATIVE GROWTH



FUTURE PROSPECTS
PREDICTED POSITIVE GROWTH



HIGH PROFILE INDUSTRIES:
MARINE CARGO SHIPPING

1997 - 2020

Year Total
Tonnage Total Value

1997 1.2 billion tons $961 billion
2010 1.5 billion tons $1.64 billion
2020* 1.9 billion tons $2.63 billion

*predicted

(Data Source: National
Ocean Economics Program)



Marine Cargo Shipping

(Data Source: National
Ocean Economics Program)



COMMERCIAL FISHING

*predicted

(Data Source: National
Ocean Economics Program)



OCEAN-GOING CRUISE SHIPS

(Data Source: National
Ocean Economics Program)



• Fisheries Management
• Urban & rural redevelopment &

revitalization
• High costs of maintaining waterfront

infrastructure & dredging
• Environmental laws & regulations

DRIVERS OF CHANGE
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